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Oregon City, Oct. 8th, 1854. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bapt. Home Mission See. 
Dear Brother: 

Yours of Sept. 18th containing your account with me, also 
a bill of goods sent me by the Am. Bapt. Home Mission 
Society Sept. 6th, amounting to $466.66, with a bill of lading 
for six boxes and two barrels of merchandise, were received 
by the last mail. Was very glad to learn that they are on 
the way. Since I last wrote I have visited West Tualatin 
Church and spent nearly a week with the Shilo Church on 
a council called on account of difficulties existing between 

Elder and the majority of the church on one hand and 

the minority of the church on the other. Br. had been 

quite imprudent and serious charges were preferred against 
him, but with not suificient proof to induce the council to 
recommend his being deposed from the ministry.^^ After 
three days' and two nights' hard labor, the council gave 
their advice to the church and all the parties concerned, 
which resulted in an amicable adjustment of all difficulties. 
We have felt the necessity of our church members under- 
standing and practicing gospel discipline in case of difficul- 
ties before they come before the church. Our Divine Master 
has condescended to give us the most simple and yet the 
most perfect rules for discipline either in private trespasses 
or public immorality. 

Yours with sentiments of Christian affection. 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Dec. 26. 



352 This was Rev. William M. Davis. Shortly after the first council here 
mentioned, a second council was called, which urged drastic action, and the church 
entirely repudiated him. — Mattoon, Baf. An. of Ort., I;io. 
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Oregon City. O. Ter., Oct. 17th, 1854. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. Bap. Home Mission Society. 
Dear Brother: 

I have just returned from the yearly meeting of the 
Pleasant Butte Church, seventy-five miles up the valley 
from this place and thirty-five south of Salem. This church, 
like all our churches, is located in the heart of a flourishing 
country admirably adapted to grazing and the growing of 
wheat, corn, oats and all kinds of vegetables and fruits 
adapted to this climate. I spent ten days with the church, 
preaching Saturdays and Sabbaths and one sermon each 
night. The meetings were interesting, but not attended with 
the same results as last year. During the meeting six were 
added by letter, one was received for baptism, there were 
two hopeful cases of conversion and four or five others were 
manifestly interested in their souls' welfare. Br. Wm. 
Sperry is the pastor with whom I have labored. This church 
has a flourishing Sabbath school and meets every Sabbath 
for preaching or prayer. The converts of last year appear 
very well. The church will probably hire a man and put 
him on Br. Sperry's farm the coming year and by this means 
mostly liberate him to the work of the ministry in that 
church and vicinity. This is much better than the entire 
neglect of the ministry. This closes up our yearly meetings 
till the opening of the spring. I had hoped that I should 
have been able to give particular attention to Washington 
Ter. at the close of this meeting, but there are two pressing 
calls, one in Washington County and the other in Marion, 
twelves miles south of Salem, which are obviously more 
immediately important than the exploration of Washington 
Ter. at this season of the year. Our brethren here urge a 
delay of the exploration of that territory till another season. 
So also the Methodist minister*^^ who has charge of that 
district advises. I am collecting facts relative to the region 
of Pugets Sound and shall be able to give you a pretty 

3S3 This was Rer. John F. De Vore. — George H. Himes. 
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general view of the relative importance of that country in 
three or four weeks. My present impressions are that the 
Baptist cause in that region is not suffering so much for 
the want of immediate attention as the more populous parts 
of Oregon and California are. Here we have numbers of 
organized church, which must be visited occasionally, and 
of settlements where churches might be constituted if they 
could have the encouragement of preaching four Sabbaths 
in a year, and for want of which labors our members are 
either lying still or joining Methodist and Cumberland 
Presbyterian churches. I visited Salem on my return from 
Pleasant Butte Church last week. Find Salem, the capital 
of the Ter., with a population of about 1200 souls, with a 
Methodist Episcopal church and a good house of worship, 
a Protestant Methodist church and house nearly finished, an 
Episcopal house completed and a Congregational church and 
house completed. Found but five Baptist members in the 
place and but one of them who can be considered permanent. 
There are two members probably permanently located two 
miles from the town who wish to promote the cause in 
town. The whole surrounding country is settled mostly on 
section claims one mile square. The place must have a 
rapid growth. There is no doubt but a man if sent there 
and supported would call a small congregation around him, 
if his talent were popular and piety undoubted, with good, 
sound common sense, and he might hope to see his congre- 
gation increase with the growth , of the place. Besides, a 
good substantial, efficient minister located there would do 
good service through the whole surrounding country with 
its four Baptist churches. Salem certainly should not be 
long neglected by your Society. Some aid no doubt could 
be obtained from the surrounding churches towards sustain- 
ing an effective minister in that place. Yet most of a 
minister's salary would have to come from home, and it 
would require from $600 to $800 to give a family of ordinary 
size an annual support. I have no doubt but the expenditure 
for such an appointment would be judicious, if your Board 
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can sustain such a man there after supporting the suffering 
cause at Portland and Oregon City, both of which places 
are probably in greater need of a minister than Salem. Port- 
land has some permanent and able supporters. At Oregon 
City is our school for the Territory. All our towns are 
subject to frequent changes, yet they are towns, and will 
continue to be places of trade from which an influence will 
be continually going out into the surrounding country and into 
the whole world. A minister's Sabbaths should mostly be 
spent in town unless he can have his place filled occasionally 
by proxy, or little can be effected by the side of other organized 
churches with a stated Sabbath ministry. 

As ever yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 
* * * « 

Received Nov. 25. 
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Oregon City, Ore. Ter., Nov. 8th, 1854. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bapt. Home Mission Soc, New York. 
Dear Br. Hill: 

This is to inform you that Rev. William F. Boyakin/ 
formerly from Carrolton, Illinois, and late of St. Joseph, 
Missouri, arrived in Portland about the tenth of October 
with his family. Since that time he has been preaching to 
the scattered Baptist brethren in that place. I visited Port- 
land three weeks since on a tour west and south. Found he 
was making a favorable impression on the minds of the Bap- 
tist members and the public; gave them some advice. Since 
my return Br. Boyakin has preached in this place. He informs 
me that the Baptist members have invited him to labor with 
them in Portland for one year and that they have agreed to 
ask the Home Mission Society to appoint him as their mis- 
sionary to Portland for one year with a salary of $800, $200 



f54 Rev. W. F. Boyakin helped to organize the Portland Church in May, 1855. 
56 he moveid to Corvallis at the invitation of the church there. — Uattooo, Bap. 
An. of Ore., I:ii, 14. Mattoon says he was from Mississippi. 
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of which the people pledge themselves they will pay. They 
therefore ask your Board to pay him $600 of the $800. I 
have the impression that your acquaintance with Br. Boyakin's 
reputation as a preacher is better than mine. I think he has 
been favorably known ,both in Illinois and Missouri, as an 
effective Baptist preacher. I think from the short acquaintance 
I have with him that he is well adapted to get up an interest 
in Portland. He commends himself at once to the people as 
an eloquent man well acquainted with that form of human 
nature which develops itself in our rising towns in the West. 
He seems to have the true missionary spirit. Should he con- 
tinue to wear as he now promises, we have no man in Oregon 
so well adapted to that field as he is. I think he will need 
$800 salary to support his family (of 7 persons I believe) in 
Portland. I think the people will supply $200 of the salary, 
probably not more the first year. Br. Boyakin is poor, having 
expended almost all his means in reaching the field, seems 
desirous of trying what he can do in Portland and I am 
now impressed favorably with the thought that the Lord has 
directed him in a very favorable time to his appropriate field 
of labor. He is calling a good congregation to a school-house 
which the brethren have fitted up temporarily as a place of 
worship. As it relates to the importance of the place, you 
hardly need any further information. Portland is the principal 
port for Oregon at present, numbering probably about 2000 
souls, with from 30 to 50 trading houses, wholesale and 
retail, and must, for years at least, be the most commercial 
town in the Territory. When the resources of the country 
are developed, I think the great commercial city of the 
Columbia River will be somewhere below the mouth of the 
Willamette River, yet Portland will even then be an important 
point. By a reference to the map of the surveyed parts of 
Oregon, you will see that it is 14 miles above the mouth of 
the Willamette in the heart, or rather at the foot, of one of the 
most fertile portions of country in North America. Our 
country is fast filling up and, although at present the influence 
of the Nebraska and Kansas movements may for two or three 
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years somewhat retard our onward progress,**' yet I think 
the immigration will be checked only to flow in more abun- 
dantly when the Nebraskan excitement shall have worked its 
discontent among the early settlers to that territory. I trust 
your Board will be prompt in making the appointment and may 
God in His infinite mercy bless to the building up of a strong 
interest in Portland and the surrounding country. 
With much esteem, your unworthy brother, 

EZRA FISHER. 
N. B. — Br. Boyakin, in behalf of the brethren in Portland, 
will make the application stating the time they will wish the 
appointment to take effect. 
Received Dec. 26. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., Jan. 1st, 1855. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. of Am. Bap. Home Mission Society : 
Herein I send you my report of labor under the appoint- 
ment of the Home Mission Society as Exploring Agent for 
the third quarter ending the thirty-first day of Dec, 1854. 
During the quarter I have visited Portland twice, the Cas- 
cades in Washington Ter., The Dalles, east of the Cascade 
Mountains, West Union Church, West Tualatin Church 
twice, Shilo Church and a settlement of unorganized Baptists 
near the junction of the Columbia and Sandy rivers in 
Clackamas County; labored 13 weeks; traveled to and from 
my appointments 617 miles; paid nine dollars eighty-two cents 
($9.82) for traveling expenses and eighteen cents ($0.18) for 
postage; preached 20 sermons. I attended a council in case 
of difficulty of a serious kind in which I labored three days 
and almost two nights, with but six hours' intermission. The 
result of our labors seemed blessed under God in restoring 
union to the distracted church. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER, 
Exploring Agent. 



355 The Kansas-Nebraska Act of May, 1854. organized these territories and 
left the question of slavery to the vote of the settlers. Thi» led to a large imini- 
(rstioa to theic rcgiona from botb North aad South. 
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Oregon City, O. Ten, Jan. 1st, 1855. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. of Am. Bapt. Home Mission Soc. : 
Herein I send you my report of labor under the appoint- 
ment of the Home Mission Society as General Itinerant for 
the 3rd quarter ending the 31st day of Dec, 1854. I have 
labored thirteen weeks in the quarter ; preached 20 sermons ; 
attended six prayer meetings, twO' church covenant meetings 
and one council of three days ; visited religiously fifty- four 
families and other persons, one common school; traveled to 
and from my appointments six hundred and seventeen miles. 
Connected with the churches I have visited are three Sabbath 
schools, one in Pleasant Butte Church on Calapooia River, 
Lynn Co., one in West Union Church, Washington County, 
and one in Oregon City, numbering each about twenty- five 
scholars and four teachers. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER. 
General Itinerant. 
Received Feb. 9. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., Jan. 15th, 1855. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bap. Home Mission Society. 
Dear Br. : 

I take my pen to give you a brief account of my late tour 
from this place to The Dalles, a rising town and a military 
post on the Columbia near the east base of the Cascade 
Mountains. 

I left home on the 17th of Nov. and traveled twenty-two 
miles north to the mouth of the Sandy, a stream nearly as 
large as the Mohawk, which rises in the eternal snows of 
Mount Hood and flows into the Columbia at the west base 
of the Cascade Range, twenty-five miles west from the 
celebrated Cascade Falls. Having failed of reaching the 
Columbia in time to take the regular steamer, I was detained 
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several days till the next trip of the boat. Here I found 
between fifteen and twenty Baptist members, including an 
aged minister (Br. Bond), with an enfeebled wife for many 
years mostly confined to her bed. They are scattered 
through a fertile, timbered, undulating country eight or ten 
miles from north to south and perhaps half that distance 
from east to west. Br. Bond is preaching what he can while 
laboring with all his powers to obtain a comfortable support 
for himself and helpless family. These brethren occupy 
prospectively one of the most important country positions in 
all Oregon, but at present they have to contend with all the 
inconveniences of removing forests of enormous growth before 
they can reap a harvest from their generous soil. However, 
they will soon be placed above want and probably abound in 
the farmer's wealth. A church will be constituted here in 
the coming spring, if not before. This point is more promis- 
ing than many fields in the Mississippi Valley where labor and 
money are expended by missionary societies. 

The following week I took the steamer and visited The 
Cascades, a town site, with eight or ten families scattered on 
the north bank of the Columbia for a distance of three miles 
from the head to the foot of the Cascade Falls, about midway 
of the Cascade Mountains, from east to west. These families 
have resorted here for matters of speculation and, with few 
exceptions, manifest less desire for the bread of eternal life 
than for the mammon of unrighteousness. This is the great 
natural gateway through the Cascade Mountains and must at 
no distant day become a place of great commercial and manu- 
facturing importance, it being the head of ship navigation to 
the Columbia and there being a vast region of the best grazing 
country in North America on the Columbia and its hundred 
tributaries, which must soon be put in requisition to graze the 
cattle and horses of Oregon and Washington territories. 
Occasionally through the summer a Methodist circuit preacher 
has visited and preached in this place. Here T found one 
pious Methodist sister and one or two Campbellite members. 
The country on the north bank of the Columbia is now settled 
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with families and bachelors most of the way from this place to 
Vancouver, a distance of forty-five miles. 

The next week I took the steamer^'^ for The Dalles; 
ascended the broad, deep Columbia twenty-five miles to the 
mouth of Dog River,'"'' a considerable stream tumbling down 
with great rapidity from the snowy sides of Mt. Hood. 
Here I found Br. Coe, late postal ^ent for Oregon, and 
wife. This settlement consists of three white families, but 
will soon be swollen to fifty or 100. The steamer having left 
me, on the 29th of November, to save a weeks delay and an 
exorbitant price for an Indian and horses, I took my post- 
bags and traveling apparel on my back at ten A. M. and took 
the emigrant trail, which lay over high mountains and 
through deep defiles, and, although the thawing of the frozen 
ground coming in constant contact with my India rubber boots 
rendered the traveling exceedingly slippery, I reached the 
first settlement, three miles from The Dalles, a distance of 
eighteen miles, at four P. M., unusually fatigued, yet grateful 
to the gracious Giver for strength to perform even the 
physical labors of a pioneer missionary. I found twenty-four 
families, including three or four of the officers and soldiers, in 
this place and vicinity, beside a number of white men who had 
married Indian women and some thirty or forty single men 
in trade and farming, and gambling, as I had good reason to 
suppose.*"® Here are stationed two or three companies of 
government troops to defend our frontiers from Indian 
invasion. Here also are constantly a considerable number of 
Indians, amounting to forty or fifty families, who dwell here 
and cultivate small fields of potatoes, com and melons. Here 
too the Roman Catholic Church have a mission established 
with the Indians and have set up their claim to 640 acres of 
land for the mission, immediately below the town and extending 
almost to the river bank.*™ 



356 This steamboat was probably the "Mary," the first steamer to ran between 
the Cascades and The Dalles. — Bancroft, His. of Wash., Idaho and Mont., p. 145. 

357 This is the present Hood River. It was called T>og Creek, because in tiie 
early forties some immigrants camping there were reduced to dog meat for food. — 
George H. Himes. 

358 See note 300. 

359 This claim of the Roman Catholics was later set aside. They were, how- 
ever, allowed to retain about half am acre of ground for a building site. — Bancroft, 
Hut. ti Ore., 11 :39a. 
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The soil in the vicinity of The Dalles is generally a loamy 
sand, mixed with vegetable mould and decomposed rocks of 
various kinds, some of which appear to contain considerable 
quantities of alkalies, in some places so much so as to prevent 
the growth of vegetation, except a kind of wild rye which 
grows with great luxuriance where the alkalies destroy all the 
ordinary grass. This soil must hereafter become very rich 
manures for lands requiring alkalies. Potatoes, onions, beets, 
cabbage, squashes, melons, wheat, oats, peas, etc., have all 
been successfully raised here. 

The river from the head of The Cascades to this place is 
broad and sufficiently deep for the largest class of steamers 
and the current very gentle. This must be the great place 
of trade for all the upper Columbia country in all future time, 
unless a railroad should be constructed through this great 
valley to Pugets Sound, and in that event a branch will come 
down the Columbia to this place. 

At this place I find two persons who have been Baptists 
. . . The same Methodist missionary circuit preacher who 
has visited The Cascades has visited this place a few times 
the past summer. The people here desire the labors of a good 
Protestant preacher, but as yet they are entirely uncommitted. 
An efficient, common-sense minister should be placed here to 
labor at this place and The Cascades. He would occupy 
emphatically a missionary post which will be a post of observa- 
tion. It will prove to the great Columbia Valley what St. 
Louis or Chicago is to the Mississippi Valley. True it is small 
now, but it will soon be the key to hundreds ot millions of 
wealth and millions of souls. T spent two Sabbaths at this 
place, preached to attentive congregations and received the 
most cordial hospitality of the citizens. Will your Board send 
a man to The Dalles and for once occupy an important post 
first among Protestants — one who may be able to work by 
the side of Romans, who are doing what they can? 

T shall soon attempt to give you what information I have 
collected from Washington Ter. : also make one more earnest 
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appeal for Oregon City and other parts of the Willamette 
Valley. 

Yours as ever with high esteem, 

EZRA FISHER, 
Exploring Agent. 
Received Feb. 26. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., Jan. 18th, 1855. 
To the Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bap. Home Mission Society, New York. 
Dear Brother Hill : 

I shall be obliged to draw an order on you for $200 or 
$300 in favor of Abernathy, Clarke and Co., or josiah Failing 
& Co. at Portland, in three or four weeks, as I am now 
straitened for funds to keep up my ordinary family and trav- 
eling expenses. I am also expecting to hear from the goods, 
which you shipped on the Wild Ranger for San Francisco, 
by every mail and I have not the means to pay the freight 
from San Francisco to this place. I send this that you may 
have at least two weeks notice before the order is presented. 
I gave Br. J. D. Post an order of $150 on you sometime last 
summer or autumn, but have never heard from it since ; but 
presume it is paid. If that is paid, I suppose there will be 
due me, after you receive my last report, which was made out 
and forwarded the first day of this month, about $420. I 
have received $13 from the Baptist Church in this place 
("Oregon City), and wish you to send twenty (20) copies of 
the Home Mission Record, twenty (20) copies of the American 
Messenger, twenty (20) copies of the Macedonian and one 
(1) copy of the Missionary Magazine, all postpaid, to William 
C. Johnson. Oregon City, if that amount will meet all the 
expenses: if not, send equal numbers of the Record and 
Macedonian, fewer of the American Messenger and one copy 
of the Missionary Magazine and prepay the postage, applying 
$13 on these, no more and no less. Charge the same to my 
account. Also pay B. R. Soxley, Philadelphia, one dollar ($1) 
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for Mrs. Mary Winston, Oregon City; also one dollar for 
Mrs. Rebecca Fanno, Portland, for the Mothers' Journal and 
Family Visitant and charge the same to my account. Will you 
see that this is promptly paid, as they wish to have their 
Mothers' Journal continued. 
Received Feb. 26. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., Feb. 8th, 1855. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bap. Home Mission Society, Nassau St., 
New York. 
Dear Brother: 

I take this opportunity to write you a few lines on 
matters in general. And first, our good people in Portland 
are about making an effort to build a house for public 
worship,^** and today the ladies of that place make a dinner 
as the first effort in furtherance of that important work. As 
they commence the work in feasting, I hope they will complete 
it in praying. The church in Oregon City have been employ- 
ing a temporary supply, or rather reciving it, since I left 
their service last June, but are making an effort to secure 
the labors of a man in Oregon, if they can, and ask the Home 
Missionary Society to aid them in his support, as they feel 
that there is great uncertainty in obtaining a man soon from 
the States. Oh, that the Lord would raise up faithful laborers 
and send a few to our Pacific borders ! We are in perishing 
need of faithful pastoral labors throughout our churches. We 
must pray and try to raise up ministers in Oregon. I wish 
we had a well endowed school manned with two or three 
good pious professors, to which we could direct our young 
men who desire to serve God with singleness of heart. But 
money is now scarce, though this is not half so alarming as 
the fact that so few of our brethren take a comprehensive 
view of our wants and the true remedy. We must educate 



360 The building was not actually begun until 1861. — ^Mattoon, Bap. An. of 
Ore., 1:140. 
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our ministry on the Pacific slope, and I am beginning to think 
that we are more able than willing. But this business must 
be accomplished by "line upon line." We cannot do this work 
at once, but we must not cease doing till this is done; then 
we shall support a pious, intelligent, efficient ministry. Our 
seat of government is removed from Salem to Corvallis, about 
thirty miles farther up the Willamette River."^ Corvallis was 
formerly called Marysville, the county seat for Benton county. 
The Territorial University is removed from Corvallis to Jack- 
sonville, county seat of Jackson County. Now we have an 
able church at Corvallis and I think we should make immedi- 
ate effort to put in operation a high school at that place. I 
shall leave tomorrow with a view of visiting two or three 
churches in that vicinity. I shall feel of the public pulse, as 
it beats through some of our leading men, on the subject of 
bringing up an educational interest at the seat of government. 
We all think an enterprise of this kind will in no way operate 
prejudicially to our school at Oregon City, but rather favor- 
ably. As to the question of your removal from the Bible 
house, I hope the Society will let the good brethren in New 
York build you a good mission house, if that will end the 
unhappy strife.3«2 What is $40,000 or $100,000 as an offset 
to an unhappy division? 

Yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received March 24. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., March Sth, 1855. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bap. Home Mission Society. 
Dear Brother: 

About three weeks since I drew an order on you in favor 



361 The legislature of the winter of 1854-5 changed the ca^tal from Salem to 
Corvallis, and flie university from Corvallis to Jacksonville. The capital was re- 
located at Salem Dec. 12, i8ss- — Bancroft, His. of Ore., II:3Si, 3S». The leirfa- 
lature of 1855-6 repealed all acts locating the university. — F. G. Young, Financial 
Hist, of Ore. in Ore. Hist. Soc. Quar., vni:i62. 

362 In 1853 a serious discussion arose in the Baptist Home Mission Society 
over the acceptance from the American and Foreign Bible Society of rooms in its 
new building on Nassau Street. Friends of the "Bible Union" opposed the ac- 
ceptance and the trouble threatened to split the Home Mission Society. The 
rooms in the A. & F. B. S. building were occupied until i8«a. — Bap. Home Uis. 
in N. Am., 1833-1883, p. 543. 
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of George Abernathy & Co. to the amount of $300. This I 
did, as I have done a few instances before, on account of 
our great distance. The long delays, after making our quar- 
terly reports, if we must first wait till we can get drafts 
from New York before we can draw on your treasury, some- 
times subject us to great inconvenience. As in the present 
case, I had ordered a year's supply of clothing for my family 
a year ago last October (I think). The bill was lost in 
the ocean ; a second order was made in about four months. 
The filling of the bill was no doubt necessarily delayed by 
the sickness of yourself and family. The goods were shipped 
almost a full year after the first bill was mailed at Oregon 
City, and last week I received three boxes and two barrels, a 
part only of the goods. I hope to hear from the balance in 
two or three weeks. But in this case my available means were 
used up, the money has been earned and the labor reported. 
I consequently made a draft on you, although it is out of 
your ordinary way of doing business. I trust your Board 
will pay the order and indulge me again under similar cir- 
cumstances. I have received for religious periodicals the fol- 
lowing sums which I wish you to pay to the respective agents 
and charge the same to my account : For the Mothers' Journal, 
from Hector Campbell, one dollar; Mr. Campbell wishes his 
Journal discontinued. From Mrs. Olive F. D. Ogle, one 
dollar; Mrs. Ogle is a new subscriber; her post-office is Fair- 
field, Marion Co., O. Ter. For the Christian Chronicle, Phil- 
adelphia, from Thomas M. Read of Marysville (now Cor- 
vallis), two dollars: he wishes his paper stopped. For the 
New York Recorder, from John Robinson, Marysville (now 
Corvallis), two dollars and fifty cents. 

Respectfully yours. 

EZRA FISHER. 

March 6th. — I have just returned from a tour to the cen- 
tral part of the valley. Visited Santiam church, Corvallis 
(Marysville) church, Albany and French Prairie churches. 
Our churches seem too well contented with monthly Sab- 
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baths and rest apparently satisfied with few pastoral labors 
performed among them. The result is a want of spirituality, 
too great a conformity to the world and a reliance almost 
exclusively upon special meetings for seasons of refreshings 
from the Most High. I spent some time in endeavoring to 
ascertain the state of public sentiment relative to the expedi- 
ency of establishing a school in the central part of the valley. 
All seemed desirous of seeing such a work put in successful 
operation, but as yet they have had no conference on the 
subject and want some effective man to take the responsibility 
upon himself of planning and executing. While this is being 
done, the Methodists, who have already three high schools in 
the valley and one in Umpqua, will step into Corvallis, the 
only important point now to be occupied and raise up an im- 
portant school and leave us with the alternative of building 
up a high school at some unimportant post some six or eight 
years hence, or of raising a .rival school at their door. Now 
the influence and wealth in the vicinity is Baptist more than 
any other denomination. The Baptists have the only house 
of worship in the place. The Methodists are making an effort 
to build a house of worship.**^ Lest they should not be able 
to drive all others out, they obtained a charter for a high 
school in the place as early as '51. The Presbyterians are 
looking to the place for the location of a college. Their 
principal proprietor assured me he would give a block of lots 
worth about $1000 for the site, if the Baptists would build a 
good high school. Although the people in Oregon are almost 
destitute of money and are much alarmed at the hard times, 
I think a building worth from $2000 to $3000 could be built 
by the Baptists the coming year, if the brethren in the upper 
country would see their interests in their true light, without 
materially aiifecting the Oregon City College otherwise than 
favorably. You may reasonably ask. Why trouble ourselves 
about another school while the one at Oregon City can hardly 
live? In the absence of a good common school system, evan- 



363 The Methodists dedicated their church building in Corvallis in December, 
18S6.— Bancroft. Hist, of Ore., 11:362. 
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gelical Christians have opened schools adapted to the wants 
of the people, employed good, pious teachers, and by these 
schools they wield a strong influence. If we remain inactive, 
we must lose our hold on the confidence of the people and be 
set down as inefficient; besides, the sooner we can commit 
the denomination to some benevolent enterprise the better for 
them and the rising generation. They will do the more for 
other work strictly of an evangelical character. Again, I 
strongly think we must look to our churches for our rising 
ministry on the Pacific borders before twenty years roll 
around. The great question with me is, Ought the ministers 
now in the field and almost worn out to give any considerable 
portion of their time to the cause of education, while so much 
of our field lies waste for the want of faithful. Godly ministers 
given wholly to preaching the Word? 

Br. Chandler baptized two converts into the French Prairie 
church Sabbath before last. 

Affectionately yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received April 9. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., April 1st, 1855. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bap. Home Mission Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

Herein I send you my report of labor under the appoint- 
ment of the Home Mission Society as General Itinerant for 
the 4th quartei ending March 31st, 1855. I have labored 13 
weeks in this quarter; preached 15 sermons; attended 10 
prayer meetings and four church meetings ; visited religiously 
45 families and other persons; visited one common school; 
traveled to and from my appointments 307 miles. Two were 
received into the French Prairie church by baptism under 
the labors of Rev. George C. Chandler. Sabbath schools in 
the territory are the same as last quarter. During the quar- 
ter I have distributed about 2500 pages of tracts. Several 
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of our churches and congregations are beginning to study the 
Bible by subjects and meet monthly to give their views of 
the duties enjoined, such as the obhgations of the Sabbath, 
the duties of religious parents, etc. The churches generally 
are training their young members as well as could be expected 
where but monthly Sabbaths are enjoyed. However, many of 
the members visit from church to church, so that perhaps 
they attend the Baptist meetings two Sabbaths in a month. 
The remaining time they either attend other meetings or stay 
at home. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., April 1, 1855. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bap. Home Mission Soc. 

Herein I send you my report of labor under the appoint- 
ment of the Home Mission Society as Exploring Agent for 
the 4th quarter ending March 31st, 1855. I have visited 
during the quarter Corvallis, Albany, Oregon City, Corvallis 
church, French Prairie church, a settlement of Baptist breth- 
ren five miles east of Albany, Lynn Co., who will soon be 
constituted into a church; a settlement of Baptists on the 
Molalla prairie, where are encouraging prospects; Clackamas 
church and Pleasant Butte church; traveled 307 miles to and 
from my appointments. I have labored 13 weeks during the 
quarter; preached 15 sermons; paid for traveling expenses $2, 
for postage 37^2 cents. 

N. B. — The traveling has been unusually bad this winter 
and my health, for three or four weeks of the first part of 
the quarter, was not so good as usual in the winter. This 
may account for the unusually small amount of labor I have 
performed. I have labored under the influence of bronchitis 
and dyspepsia. I have adopted a rigid system of diet and 
hope to be able to perform my wonted labors the coming 
season. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER, 
Exploring Agoit. 
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Oregon City, Mar. 10th, 1855. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill. 
Dear Brother: 

The church in Oregon City have invited Br. Johnson and 
Br. J. D. Post to supply them the coming year and agreed 
to give Br. Johnson $50 and Br. Post $75. Perhaps this 
is the best they could do on the whole. But it falls far short 
of meeting our wants. Br. Post's time is engrossed in his 
school and the most he can do is to preach half the Sabbaths, 
attend the weekly prayer meetings and perhaps visit a little 
Saturdays in the afternoons. Br. Johnson will preach half 
the Sabbaths, but does not contemplate visiting at all. You 
will see by this that the church must be greatly neglected 
in the pastoral relations. I hoped the church would have 
chosen some man as their pastor and asked the Home Mis- 
sionary Society to help in his support, so that he could give 
himself to the ministry, or have asked your Board to send 
them a minister and let him enter upon the work as a man 
of God. Perhaps all is for the best. I do not yet see it so. 

I noticed in the January number of the Home Mission 
Record a notice of my reappointment. I shall endeavor to 
serve the Board to my best ability through the summer and 
fall at least, if my health will permit and God blesses. I 
have received no letter from you for near three months. 
Suppose one was lost on the Southerner^** when wrecked. I 
expect to spend most of the coming season with the churches 
in the upper part of the valley and in Umpqua and Rogue 
River valleys and, when in Rogue River Valley, I may cross 
the Ciscue [Siskiyou] Mountains into Chasty [Shasta] Val- 
ley, as it will be but about 25 miles from Rogue River Valley 
and 125 from the settlement in the Sacramento Valley. A 
large town called Yreka has sprung up in that valley, in which 
it is said there are numbers of Baptist members who have 
had but few Baptist sermons preached to them. Yreka'*^ is 



364 The steamship "Southerner," Capt. F. A. Sampson, was wrecked on the 
Washington coast at Cape Flattery, Dec. 26, 1854. — Oregonian, Jan. 27, 1855. 

365 Yreka sprang, up as a result of the mining in Shasta County, California, 
which began in 1850. Important diggings opened in March, 1851, gave rise to the 
town, which was incorporated in 1854. It declined with the mines after 1857.— 
Bancroft, Hist, of Calif., VI:494. 
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said to be as large as Portland. Should I visit Chasty Valley, 
or will our California brother penetrate the mountains from 
the south and explore this mining district? 

With sentiments of Christian esteem, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received April 24. 



Oregon City, O. Territory, May 3d, 1855. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bapt. Home Mission Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

Yours of March 3d has just come to hand and I now sit 
down to answer it. It is with mingled emotions that I learn 
that your Board have reappointed me to the work of ex- 
ploring agent and general itinerant. I shall endeavor in the 
fear of God to enter upon those duties to the best of my 
abilities, but in view of the gfradual decline of my physical, not 
to say mental powers, I am led to hope that your Board will 
be looking out for a man of ripe Christian experience and 
strong physical constitution to enter upon the responsibilities 
of this work after the present year. I feel that I have a right 
to ask for a more limited field which will call for less exposure 
in winter rains and the inconveniences of a frontier life. Yet 
I often feel that I would prefer the ways of Providence to 
those of my own choosings. I wish it to be distinctly under- 
stood by the Board that my personal inclinations have for a 
long time been to locate so that I could reach the extent of 
my field of labor by a day's ride. Should you find a suit- 
able man to enter upon this work at an earlier period than 
the expiration of the present year, I will rejoice to facilitate 
his introduction. It seems to me that the labor of such a 
man in Oregon should not be dispensed with. As it relates 
to the work of collecting for the Home Mission Society, you 
know that I am willing to do all that I can in the further- 
ance of that object. It is likewise true that your Society 
ought to have found more . pecuniary aid flowing into your 
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treasury from Oregon. Yet our servants and their fellow 
laborers have been laboring as fast as they thought the 
churches would bear to bring about this object in as healthy 
and as permanent a manner as possible. We have to meet 
all the influence of monthly Sabbaths and Missouri opinions, 
and an educated anti-mission influence in our missionary 
churches. These prejudices are so far worn away I believe 
in all our churches that they, as churches, recognize the 
principle that our ministry should be given to the work and 
that they should be sustained somehow or other in that work. 
At our last association we made a direct effort to sustain 
one man in Lane County, which was an important missionary 
field. I should at that time have pleaded the cause of the 
Home Mission Society and asked that these efforts might 
in some way or other have gone through that channel, but 
for the fact that your Board was at the time sustaining no 
man but myself in Oregon. The right kind of work was 
doing to accomplish the work and open the sympathies of 
our brethren. The churches as a whole are coming up to 
the work, although much slower than is desired by every 
liberal-souled disciple of Christ. It is hard teaching our 
brethren the lesson of being dead to the world and alive to 
God. Yet four churches, two of which were as little hopeful 
as any in the Association, have absolutely paid their minister 
(Br. Riley) not less than $1000 the last year by buying him a 
claim and providing him with clothing and food for his 
family. Four more are paying Br. Chandler the present year 
nearly $600. And I do not know of a church, small as our 
churches are, which pays their minister less than $100 for one- 
fourth of the time, while they scarcely get the labors of the 
minister more than two days in a month, except in the riding 
to and from the appointments, which may take two days more. 
Thus you will perceive that your missionaries have not been 
indifferent to the true interests of Christ's church, although 
we have not been able to do so much as we would, nor to 
direct what is done through the channel which might be 



Correspondence 115 

desired. I rejoice in the love of our divine Master that you 
have appointed two more missionaries for Oregon and that 
they are in their field of labor. The way is now open for me 
to work directly for you without putting on the air of supreme 
selfishness and, although we are feeling the effects of what 
the world calls hard times, I intend to try and do what I can 
for Br. Boyakin at Portland and Br. Stearns*** at Jacksonville 
by personal appeals to private brethren, as well as by collec- 
tion in the churches, if I can get the subject before the 
churches, and I doubt not I can. But the amount that can 
be done this year cannot be expected to be large. I have no 
fears of injuring my ministerial character in this work if God 
goes with me. My greatest fear is that I may not do the work 
as well as some other man might. We feel that we must 
make an effort to sustain two ministers by the Association 
strictly as missionaries in destitute fields; in this all our 
brethren will probably unite. We have the men on the ground 
whom we may probably employ, our brethren see them and 
know them, and have an assurance that something will be 
done for them in Oregon when they pay their money. I have 
felt, in view of all the circumstances, that we should aid in 
this kind of work, and, although we cannot do the work in 
the way we would desire, we shall do much of the work which 
we should do if all prejudices were removed and we were 
doing the work precisely as you would have us do it. We 
have with us an old brother, Thomas Taylor, formerly from 
Illinois (I think he formerly was in the service of the Home 
Mission Society in 111.), who has a destitute field, embracing 
a part of Clackamas County and a part of Yam Hill County, 
in which there are a number of Baptist members scattered. 
The field locally is important, but the country is mostly tim- 
bered, consequently slow of improvement comparatively. One 
of the points I reported last winter, near the mouth of the 
Sandy on the Columbia River. A year's labor would probably 

366 This was probably Rev. M. N. Stearns, who had arrived that y«ar from 
the East with his father. Rev. John Stearns, and was chosen pastor of the Table 
Rock (Jacksonville) Baptist Church. — ^Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore., 1:13. 
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result in the formation of from one to four churches. Br. 
Taylor's family consists of himself and wife. He says he can 
labor a year for $300 and will run the risk of raising half that 
sum on the field. Br. Chandler proposes to pay $25 of the bal- 
ance. Br. Chandler is very desirous that he should be put into 
that field. Now will your Board make him the appointment 
under such conditions as you may think proper and require 
him to report to you and allow me to see what I can raise on 
the field for him, yet so as not to interfere with any efforts I 
may make for Br. Boyakin and Br. Steams? Will you leave 
Br. Taylor to consult with Br. Chandler and myself respecting 
the field? The country we propose is as densely peopled and 
as destitute as any part of Oregon and the most remote point 
not more than 24 miles from Oregon City. 

As ever your fellow-laborer in the vineyard of our common 
Master, 

EZRA FISHER, 
Exploring Agent. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., May 4th, 1855. 
Rev. B. M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. M. See. 
Dear Brother: 

I some weeks since wrote you an explanation of the reason 
why I drew on you an order payable to George Abemathy 
& Co. to the amount of $300. I have all the while supposed 
from the course that you had allowed me to pursue that you 
would grant me some privileges, on account of my distance 
and the length of time it took for me to get your drafts after 
requesting you to forward them. My pay has mostly come 
in goods and exchange of money collected here. You know 
I have always waited as much as I could to suit the con- 
venience of the Society, and I trust I have not show an un- 
usual spirit of avarice in this matter. But it would be ex- 
ceedingly mortifying to me as a prompt Christian minister in 
all my business relations to have my order protested and 
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come back to Oregon so. I have never in my public life 
owed a man over $200 at any given time, and never but once 
failed of meeting my pecuniary liabilities punctually at the 
time. Now if I have sinned in drawing this draft, I have 
sinned as I have done before, unadmonished. I sincerely re- 
gret to occasion you or the Board any trouble on that account 
or in any measure to occasion Abernathy to doubt my integ- 
rity. If your Board should protest the order, will they do 
me the favor to issue a draft in favor of me to that amount 
and pass it over to Abernathy & Co. and pay it immediately, 
as I have received the money and been obliged to pay out a 
part of it already to keep up my family. The remaining part 
is passing away in the same way. Will you do me the favor 
hereafter to settle my accounts at the end of each quarter, on 
the receipt of my quarterly report, and within three weeks 
from that time forward me a draft covering the amount due 
me at the time and let this be a standing order except when 
otherwise directed. 

Rest assured, dear brother, that I do not make this request 
through any unkind feelings. . . 

As ever yours, 

EZRA FISHER, 
Ebcploring Agent. 



Received June 8. 

Oregon City, O. Ter., July 1st, 1855. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. of Am. Bap. Home Mission Soc. : 

Herein I send you my report of labor under the appoint- 
ment of the Home Mission Society for the first quarter of 
the year, ending June 30th, as General Itinerant. 

I have labored 13 weeks in the quarter; preached 23 ser- 
mons; attended 12 prayer meetings, nine church covenant 
meetings ; have assisted at the organization of the church in 
the city of Portland f have traveled to and from my appoint- 

367 This was organized by Revs. W. F. Boyaldn, H. Johnson, and the author, 
May 6, 1855.— Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore., 1:14. The author says there were eleven 
constituent members; Mattoon, ten. 
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ments 494 miles; have visited religiously 30 families and 22 
individuals. The church at Portland takes her place beside 
older ones of other denominations under favorable prospects, 
as you will learn from the reports of Br. Boyakin. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER, 
Gieneral Itinerant. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., July 1st, 1855. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. of Am. Bap. Hom^ Mission Soc. : 

Herein I send you my report of labor under the appoint- 
ment of the Home Mission Society as Exploring Agent for 
the first quarter ending June 30th, 1855. I have visited Port- 
land, Santiam, Providence,^*® Pleasant Butte, Lebanon, West 
Tualatin, West Union and Yam Hill churches, the Willam- 
ette Baptist Association and Ministers' meeting. 

Have collected $24.48 by collection taken on Sabbath at 
the Association. Have obtained a subscription in Tualatin 
Plains of forty bushels of wheat to be paid to Br. Boyakin 
in Portland on or before the first day in Oct., to apply on 
his salary. Br. Boyakin will report the value to you as 
soon as received. It will probably be worth from $0.75 to 
$1.00 per bushel. Paid $3.92 for traveling expenses and 
$0.25 for postage — $4.17. Have aided in the constitution of 
the first Baptish church in Portland with eleven members. 
Have preached 23 sermons and traveled to and from my 
appointments 494 miles. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER, 
Exploring Agent. 
Received Aug. 11. 



368 Tbe Providence Baptist Churcli in Linn County, at the forks of the San- 
tiam River, was organized April 9, 1853. — Mattoon, Bof. An. of Ore., I:ia. The 
other churches mentioned have previously been commented upon. 
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Oregon City, O. Ter., July 2, 1855. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother : 

I have just returned from the annual meeting of the 
Willamette Baptist Association, which was held with the Yam 
Hill church, ten miles west of Lafayette, the seat of justice 
for Yam Hill County. As a business meeting, it exceeded 
in interest and harmony all preceding meetings. The churches 
appear to be gradually arousing to the importance of the 
ministry becoming devoted to the one great calling, the ministry 
of reconciliation, and that they should be sustained in that 
work by the churches. Three brethren now in the field have 
the assurance that their salary from the churches the present 
year will exceed $600 each, and other churches are expressing 
a willingness to contribute according to their ability. The 
Association resolved that they would make an effort to sus- 
tain two missionaries the coming year, one in Lane County and 
vicinity and the other in Clackamas County and vicinity, and 
something over $200 was subscribed on the spot. Resolutions 
were passed in favor of the great Christian enterprises, such 
as the Baptist Home Mission Society, Publication Society, etc. 
The changes in the Association were as follows: Six new- 
churches received into the body."® One hundred and twenty- 
three baptized; net gain, 232. Some efforts were made to 
remove the school from Oregon City, which resulted in a 
resolution to open subscriptions for a college in favor of five 
places, towit: Oregon City, Corvallis, Santiam, Cincinnati"" 
and Lafayette, and report next year. The Home Missionary 
Society is gradually securing the confidence of the denomi- 
nation, but while this is said, other home mission societies 
are represented in Oregon, and we cannot predict the results. 
Elder Johnson is acting as a missionary of the Free Mission 



369 These six were the Union (Polk County), Good Hope (Linn County), 
Mount Zion (Lane County), Willamette Forks (Lane County), Palestine (Lane 
County), and First Portland Churches. — Minutes of WWamette Baptist AssociatioH 
and Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore., I:i6, 17. 

370 Cincinnati is the present Eola in Polk County. 
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Society, but prudently, and at this session of our Association 
we met an agent for the Bible Union soliciting life member- 
ships and offering for sale a portion of the Scriptures as 
translated by the Union, also introducing their periodicals. 
I have no objection to the Union's translating the Scriptures 
and selling them to whoever may wish to purchase. But 
we in Oregon must be wiser than our brethren at home, if 
the introduction of an agent to our little Baptist community, 
gathered from the ends of the earth, does not strike some 
discordant notes in our infant land. The Lord give us wis- 
dom and prudence equal to our day, and save us from sin- 
ning in this matter. 

As ever yours. 
Received Aug. 11. EZRA FISHER. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., July 3, 1855. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. of Am. Bap. M. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother : 

I made my last quarters report on the first instant. In 
this letter I wish to order you to attend to several branches 
of business for me. By this mail I shall order the discon- 
tinuance of the Christian Chronicle and substitute the New 
York Recorder and Baptist Register in its place. I shall 
also order the weekly Tribune, if it is furnished to ministers 
at $1 per year. You will therefore meet the orders which I 
send you for the payment on the above-named papers. You 
will also pay an order which I shall send you for the Baptist 
Missionary Magazine. I shall also order you to pay three 
dollars to the agent for the Mothers' Journal. 

You will, therefore, please send me a draft for the sum 
due me, after deducting twenty-four dollars and forty-eight 
cents ($24.48), the amount of the collection taken up at the 
Willamette Association, and ten dollars ($10) to meet the 
periodical demands against me, at your earliest convenience. 
Should the periodical bills exceed ten dollars, the publishers 
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must wait till after I make my next quarter's report, as I 
am much in want of funds to meet my forthcoming expenses. 
Let the draft be drawn to me or order. 
Respectfully yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 



Oregon City, July 3d, 1855. 
Rev. B. M. Hill, Cor. Sec. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

Our school affairs are moving along but slowly. Our com- 
munity is so fluctuating, being subject to so many excite- 
ments and so many fluctuations, and so extreme, that it is 
next to impossible to keep any class of scholars above a few 
months, except a few from the more able permanent citizens. 
We have been suffering the last twelve months all the in- 
conveniences of stagnation in business.^''^ Farmers have wheat 
and beef and pork and butter in profusion, but it is hard to 
convert their produce into cash or family suppHes. Now 
another panic has struck the farmers. New and rich gold 
diggings are beginning to be worked high up the Columbia 
near Fort Colville.^''^ This is drawing away the floating 
laborers, and some of the fanners are leaving their standing 
wheat for the mines. It has not yet been ascertained how 
extensive the gold field is on the Columbia, or how product- 
ive it will prove, yet nothwithstanding the high waters, in- 
experienced miners, Frenchmen and half-breeds are said to 
wash from fifteen to twenty dollars per day with nothing but 
pans. About $5000 worth of the gold has already reached 
this place and is pronounced to be gold of the finest quality. 
With these and other and varied exciting causes moving upon 
the minds of a heterogenious community thrown together from 
every part of the globe, it is no strange thing that teachers 

371 These hard times are assigned by Bancroft to Indian disturbances, and to 
the falling off in the yield of the California mines. Business was prostrated in 
California. — Hist, of Ore., 11:337. 

372 This gold discovery was in the spring of 1855 and caused, as the author 
indicates, the usual stampede to the diggings. — ^Bancroft, Hist, of Wash., Idaho and 
Meni., p. 108. 
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become discouraged and efforts to cultivate the minds and 
morals of the rising generation should prove less successful 
than in older and better graduated communities. Although 
our school has failed of exerting that direct and salutary in- 
fluence on the denomination which was anticipated, yet it has 
done much to elevate the views of the Baptists in Oregon 
and has shed its blessings, both direct and indirect, upon 
hundreds of our fellow citizens. I fear, however, that we 
shall be compelled to make another change of teachers, how- 
ever much such a change is to be dreaded. Br. Post has 
already manifested discontent and I fear that it may before 
long ripen into a removal. I do not know that it is possible 
to find a thorough, self-sacrificing teacher who will merge all 
the interests of the school into the interest of the denomination 
so as to worthily claim the name of a missionary school teacher. 
Yet that should be the case with our teachers as well as with 
our home missionaries. 

Br. Boyakin is doing well at Portland, is popular with his 
church and the world. I have but little doubt that the 
Masonic fraternity'''' sympathize with him and lend him their 
aid as a brother of the same order. I hope he will not over- 
rate the privileges of that order. He is energetic and elo- 
quent and abounds in figures and epithets. May God bless 
him abundantly. I expect to go south in three or four weeks. 
Shall be able to take up some collections for the Home Mis- 
sion Society. Deacon Failing has engaged to take up a col- 
lection monthly in the Portland church for the Home Mis- 
sion cause. Br. Boyakin will probably report the amount 
quarterly. 

Yours with Christian esteem, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Aug. 11. 



373 The first Masonic lodge in Oreson was orgfanized at Oregon City in 1848 
under a charier granted by Missouri, Oct. 19, 1846. By 1855 and 1856 lodges had 
become quite numerous. — George H. Hlmes. 
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Oregon City, Aug. 2d, 1855. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bap. Home Mission Society. 
Dear Brother: 

Yours of May 25th was duly received. With this I shall 
send you the minutes of our Association. The new gold ex- 
citement in our territory at the present time calls for a com- 
munication from me. The gold region is on the large north 
fork of the Columbia River, about thirty miles above Fort 
Colville. It has now become quite certain that the mines are 
rich and they are supposed to be extensive. But nothing 
definite can be relied upon except that most of the French 
in the Willamette Valley have either been and returned and 
gone the second time or are preparing to go. Already about 
1000 of the American population of the Willamette Valley 
are on their way to these new mines. Many more are pre- 
paring to go; others are anxiously awaiting the first reliable 
information. The most extravagant rumors are in circulation 
respecting the richness of the mines and the facilities of ac- 
quiring the golden treasures. It is pretty satisfactorily as- 
certained that the Roman priest at Colville has known of these 
mines for years and has enjoined secrecy upon the Indians. 
Rimiors reliable say the chiefs forbid the Oregonians, except 
French and half-breeds, to dig till they have treated with the 
Indian agent for their lands. Money is extremely scarce in 
this valley and, if there is much gold to be had, our citizens 
will have their proportion of it, even at the price of blood. 
They will not stand by, by the thousands, and see French 
Catholics, half-breeds and Indians monopolize the best of 
the diggings. Some reports say that the gold has been found 
on only two small bars of the river; others say that the region 
of gold is 300 miles in extent. I have been waiting for the 
last two weeks to get at facts before writing you, but this is 
safe at the present. Nearly all the lands between the Cascade 
Mountains and these mines, on both sides of the Columbia 



124 Reverend Ezra Fisher 

River,'^* have been purchased of the Indians and now open 
one of the most inviting- regions to the emigrant for settlement 
in North America. The Dalles must immediately become a 
point of importance and, should the mines prove rich and 
extensive, a point at The Dalles will become a second Sacra- 
mento and another at the Cascades, 45 miles below, will scarcely 
be less in importance. We should have a man at The Dalles at 
this moment, awake to all the interests of religion and hu- 
manity in that region. Trade is springing up at that point 
with great rapidity. The Methodist Church will undoubtedly 
have a man there in a few months. The Congregationalists 
are looking on with interest and have sent their man to sur- 
vey that field. I shall visit that place as soon as I learn 
more definitely the state of things in relation to the mines. 
Will you have a man for The Dalles and Cascades as soon 
as possible? It will cost as much to sustain a man in that 
field as it does at Portland. 

I am strongly inclined to the opinion that I shall settle as 
near the centre of middle Oregon as circumstances will justify, 
perhaps on the waters of the Walla Walla, at the close of 
this year, as a self-supporting missionary, to finish my days 
where I can be with my family and a little more exempt 
from responsibilities than in my present agency. But I leave 
that in the hands of the All Wise Being to direct. My friends 
here decidedly approve of my plans. Very little can be done 
in the agency by way of collecting funds this summer or next, 
should the gold excitement prevail. Most of our men will 
go to the mines and we must preach to women and children 
and runners to and fro. If ever missionaries needed an 
unction from on high, ministers and churches in Oregon at 
this time are that people. O Lord, give grace to thy servants 
to make an entire consecration to Thee! 

Last Sabbath I assisted in organizing a church of eleven 
members, fifteen miles northeast from this place, between 



374 This purchase was by the treaties with the Nez Perces, Cayuses, Walla 
Wallas, Umatillas, and Yakimas, in June, 1855, and with the John Day, Des Chutes 
and Wascopans. about the same time. — Bancroft, Hist, of Ore., II:36o-8. 
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Clackamas and Sandy Rivers. Next week I leave for the 
upper part of this valley. Our churches generally are pass- 
ing through trials and declensions, such as are too common 
after revivals, where monthly preaching and monthly meet- 
ings take the place of weekly Sabbaths and faithful pastoral 
labors through the week. We are everywhere attempting 
to impress the churches with a sense of the importance of 
regular Sabbath preaching and constant pastoral labors, and 
not without success. Yet changes in this respect are slow, 
but will come in a few more years. I made my last quarterly 
report on the first of July and ordered you to pay for me ten 
dollars on periodicals. Also ordered you to forward me a 
draft for what will be my due, after paying those little period- 
ical accounts. I rejoice at the prospect of harmony being 
restored to the churches on the Home Mission question. God 
grant that the Bible question may soon be put to rest. Our 
Bible Union brethren will have the Bible translated into the 
English language. I hope they will do the work faithfully 
and leave the American and Foreign Bible Society to prosecute 
her appropriate work unmolested and that the Peace which 
Christ left with the disciples may find a home in every church 
and every heart. 

Respectfully yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Sept. 11. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., Sept. 1st, 1855. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. of Am. Bap. Home Mission Soc. : 
Herein I send you my report of labor under the appoint- 
ment of the Home Mission Society as General Itinerant for 
the second quarter ending Sept. 30th, 1855. 

I have labored 13 weeks; preached 21 sermons; attended 
five prayer meetings and six church covenant meetings; two 
yearly meetings of the churches; visited religiously 34 fami- 
lies and 26 individuals ; have assisted in the organization of 
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the Cedar Creek church, Clackamas County; have traveled to 
and from my appointments 818 miles. Four persons have 
been received into the La Creole church by baptism after a 
sermon I preached on the subject of communion at the re- 
quest of the pastor, Br. Riley. Monthly concert and weekly 
prayer meeting are observed in the Oregon City church. 
Connected with the churches which I have visited are small 
Sabbath schools in the Oregon City, Pleasant Butte and 
Santiam churches. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER. 



Oregon City, O. Ten, Sept. 1st, 1855. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bap. Home Mission Soc. : 

Herein I send my report of labor under the appointment 
of the Home Mission Society as Exploring Agent for the 
second quarter ending Sept. 30th, 1855. 

I have visited Oregon City, Corvallis, Cascades and The 
Dalles, Oregon City, Cedar Creek, Luckiamute,^' Lebanon, 
Pleasant Butte, Santiam and Providence churches; traveled 
to and from my appointments 818 miles; labored 13 weeks. 
Have taken up the following collection : 

In the Luckiamute church, $2.00 $ 2.00 

In the Pleasant Butte church, $6.58 6.58 

In the Santiam church, $5.80 5.80 

In Oregon City church, $6.12 6.12 

Total $20.50 

Paid for traveling expenses $16.45 

For postage 20 

Total $16.65 

which you will charge to my account. 

375 The Luddamttte Church was organized April i, i854- — Mattoon, Baf. An. 
tf Or*., I:i6. Luckiamute is about four miles south of Monmouth, in Polk 
County. 
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Preached 21 sermons ; have attended the constitution of the 
church on Cedar Creek. . . . 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER. 
N. B. — ^The extra traveling expenses are for a tour to The 
Dalles, which I shall make as soon as the yearly meetings 
are over this month. If I fail to go I shall deduct the amount 
in my next report. 
Received Oct. 17. 



Oregon City, O. Ten, Oct. 3d, 1855. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor Sec. Am. Bap. Home Mission Soc. 
Dear Brother : 

Last Thursday I took the steamer for The Dalles and arrived 
at The Cascades about eight in the evening. Found The 
Cascades in a high state of excitement through fear of a 
nightly attack of the Yaccima [Yakima] and Qickitat 
[Klickitat] Indians, which was daily expected.*^' About 500 
of their warriors were reported to be encamped in a plain 
about 35 or 40 miles northeast of The Cascades, who are 
said to aim at the destruction of the whites at The Cascades 
and thus cut off communication between the Willamette Valley 
and the upper country (or middle Oregon). Some 15 whites 
are reported as already murdered by these tribes, chiefly 
miners; one Indian agent is included in the number. Yet 
Indian rumors are uncertain. Suffice it to say that I found 
The Cascades mostly deserted by the women and children. 
The men had organized themselves into a military company 
for self defense. The family residing on the north side of 
the river midway between The Cascades and The Dalles had 
moved to The Dalles for safety. Thirty soldiers had been 
sent down from The Dalles to guard the house and out- 



376 This was th« beginning of the Indian War of i8s5-6, which arose partly 
over dissatisfaction with the treaties of 1855, and partly over the large influx of 
whites, and which involved Eastern Oregon and nearly all of the present Wash- 
ington. — 'Bancroft, Hist, of Wash., Ida. and Mont, pp. 108-170. 
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buildings. While I lay at The Cascades an express came down 
from The Dalles making a requisition for all the soldiers that 
could be spared at Vancouver to be sent immediately to The 
Cascades. With this state of excitement, I thought little could 
be expected from a visit to The Dalles, as this warlike ap- 
pearance from the Indians will seriously retard the settlement 
of the whole upper country for a year or two at the least. 
Consequently I return without even spending a night on the 
land. 

All the Pend d' Oreille miners have returned, except a few 
French and perhaps a very few whites. About 25 or 30 
white families are settled in the vicinity of The Dalles, and 
ten or twelve more, besides some fifty or sixty French whites 
and half-breeds, are in the Walla Walla Valley in the vicinity 
of the Whitman Mission Station. Although we have some 80 
or 100 regular troops at The Dalles, these scattered families 
will be in great danger, should the Indian war become gen- 
eral with the tribes above the Cascade Mountains. O, when 
will wars cease, and men everywhere submit to the glorious 
Prince of Peace ! If I were a young man, I sometimes think 
I should delight to propagate the blessed gospel among these 
tribes and see if they could not be saved from the brutal lusts 
of outlawed whites and the Jesuital intrigues and supersti- 
tion of the Roman priests. I have but little doubt that the 
same artful teachers are at work with those Indians that were 
accessory to the Whitman massacre. O, when shall that 
great City Babylon, in whom was found the blood of the 
prophets and of saints and of all that were slain upon the 
earth, be thrown down and found no more ! Oh Lord, hasten 
it in Thy time. 

I shall start tomorrow for a tour in the upper part of the 
valley and propose visiting some of the feeble churches in 
Lane County, if God permits. I have nothing more that is 
new to communicate at this time, but shall communicate on 
the subject of the school in this place in a few weeks. I fear 
Br. Post will set up an independent school about two miles 
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from this place in the opening of the spring.'" But I cannot 
conununicate with you officially on that subject till the com- 
mittee visit him and report to the trustees. 

Yours very affectionately, 

EZRA FISHER. 
N. B. — ^The school is now full. May God pour out His 
Holy Spirit upon it. 

E. FISHER. 
Received Nov. 14. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., Nov. 27th, 1855. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, D. D., 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bapt. Home Mission Society, New York. 
Dear Brother : 

Yours of Sept. 1st, containing draft No. 8650, $376.24, was 
duly received. We here think that Br. Post has very Uttle 
reason to complain respecting support. The school, accord- 
ing to his statement last spring, has been a paying concern 
ever since the first three weeks after he commenced teaching, 
and I am quite sure it has paid better since that time than 
it did before, if he succeeds as well in collecting as he did 
formerly. 

Private. His course with us as a board has been rather 
singular. He, has from time to time avowed his intention to 
open an independent school about two miles from town. Last 
May the Board of Trustees met to take into consideration 
the state of the school and invited him to meet with us. The 
first meeting he did not attend. A committee was appointed 
to wait on him and inquire into sundry reports which we 
thought unfavorable to the prosperity of the Oregon City 
College, such as the following: That he had changed the 
name of the school in his advertisements; had proposed to 
take females as scholars, which he has since done; had pri- 
vately expressed his determination to open an independent 

377. This school was opened and ran for a time just outside the present soutb- 
•m Umits of Oiegon City. 
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school, as stated above, without consulting ^ith any of the 
Trustees on the subject, and that he had announced in a 
church meeting that he did not know who the Trustees were, 
except two or three, and he did not care. The conunittee 
waited on him and inquired after most of these reports. He 
made some apologies and explanations. He was told that an 
attempt to set up an independent school would be injurious to 
all parties and especially to himself; that the Board of Trus 
tees could not cherish the scheme for a moment. He agreed to 
desist from that enterprise, if the Trustees would allow him to 
reside on his land and teach in our school building. He was 
told that we did not care particularly where he resided, pro- 
vided he discharged the duties of a teacher faithfully. At 
that time he probably would have been dismissed but for Br. 
Chandler and myself. We felt that it was difficult to secure 
the labors of a competent teacher and that the Home Mis- 
sionary Society had already sent us three teachers and we 
had little hope they would send us the fourth. We, therefore, 
smothered the bursting flame and hoped he would be more 
prudent in the future. But it is probable he will open an in- 
dependent school as soon as next summer, unless he can again 
be persuaded to desist. As a teacher, with few exceptions, we 
have little occasion to find fault. Yet we have always felt 
that it would have been desirable that the school should have 
made a more decidedly religious impression on the public 
mind. In view of all the circumstances, we feel that it is 
safe to treat this matter kindly till we see some opening in 
providence for action. 

As ever yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 



Oregon City, Nov. 27th, 1855. 
Rev. B. M. Hill, D. D. 
Dear Brother: 

Br. Boyakin will probably leave Portland at the close of 
the year. He has so signified in a communication to the 
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church in that place. I regret much that his stay must be so 
short. I believe his plea principally is the sickness of his 
family. No doubt the town is subject to intermittent and re- 
mittent fevers during the summer and autumn, but much less 
severe than in many of the towns on the Mississippi River. 
Should he not settle at Corvallis, he will probably leave Ore- 
gon. The brethren and citizens at Corvallis appear quite 
solicitous that he should settle with them and they think they 
can raise $500 towards his salary for the first year. They 
have invited him and requested me to exert my influence 
to induce him to go to that place. I shall not encourage a 
separation at Portland, but, should he conclude to go to Cor- 
vallis, he will need about $3(X), above the $500 the citizens 
propose raising him, to sustain his family. It is to be regretted 
that the ministers should return to the States after they have 
incurred all the expense and privations of removing overland 
to Oregon. May the Good Lord direct him and the little 
feeble band at Portland to His name's praise ! Portland must 
have a minister if practicable. 

Yours affectionately, 

EZRA FISHER. 

N. B. — At the strong solicitude of the Santiam church, I 
have consented to take the pastoral charge of that feeble, 
afflicted band at the expiration of the current year. Elder 
Richmond Cheadle, an influential member of the church, has 
avowed his disfellowship with that church. He will probably 
join the Presbyterian Church, and with him several more may 
go. It is thought advisable by all with whom I have con- 
sulted that I should accept their invitation and, as they pro- 
pose to move my family immediately and the place will be 
more central for my winter's labors than this, I have con- 
sented to move in a few days. I shall hereafter address you 
at Washington Butte Post-office, Linn County, O. T. You 
will still address me at this place and the letters will be 
promptly forwarded to me at Washington Butte. It is thought 
that my presence at the Santiam church may be instrumental 
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in arresting the sophistical arguments in favor of promiscuous 
communion, while I may be at home the coming winter. This 
situation was unsought and entirely unexpected on my part, 
and, after much prayer on the subject, I have concluded that 
it was one of Providence's calls. The church is very nearly 
in the center of the valley and removed far away from most 
of the talent in the ministry. Should the Board require it, 
I will make up the time I shall lose in moving, which will 
be but a few days, after the first of April. 

Yours in gospel bonds, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Jan. 15, 1856. 



Oregon City, O. Ter., Nov. 28th, 1855. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, D. D., 
Cor. Sec. of Am. Bap, Home Mission Soc. : 
Herein I send you my report of labor under the appoint- 
ment of the Home Mission Society as General Itinerant for 
the third quarter ending Dec. 31st, 1855. I have labored 13 
weeks in the quarter; preacher 27 sermons; attended 11 prayer 
meetings ; one yearly meeting ; six church covenant meetings ; 
visited religiously 42 families and 31 individuals; traveled to 
and from my appointments 660 miles. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER, 
General Itinerant. 
P. S. — ^The results of the yearly meeting with the Provi- 
dence church in the forks of the Santiam and a subsequent 
meeting held in the vicinity is about 70 hopeful conversions 
and about 40 baptized. A new church constituted; also a 
protracted meeting held on the south fork of Santiam; some 
eight or ten baptized and a church constituted. For the last 
five months the French Prairie church have been somewhat 
revived and have had additions almost every month amount- 
ing to six or eight, and the interest still continues. This is 
in Br. Chandler's field of labor. 

Yours, EZRA FISHER. 
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Oregon City, O. Ter., Nov. 28th, 1855. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, D. D., 

Cor. Sec. of Am. Home Mission Soc. : 

Herein I send you my report of labor under the appoint- 
ment of the Home Mission Society as Exploring Agent for 
the third quarter ending Dec. 31st, 1855. 

I have visited Corvallis twice, Albany, Salem and Oregon 
City, Corvallis, Oregon City, French Prairie, Shilo, Santiam, 
Willamette Forks, and Palestine churches. Have labored 13 
weeks during the quarter ; traveled to and from my appoint- 
ments 660 miles; have paid for traveling expenses $3.00; 
postage, 30 cents ; total $3.30. 

N. B. — ^Last quarter I was detained from going to The 
Dalles, consequently my traveling expenses were four dollars 
overcharged. You will therefore deduct four dollars frcan 
that quarter's traveling expenses, which will then read $9.25, 
instead of $13.25. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER, 
Exploring Agent. 
Received Jan. 15, 1856. 

Oregon City, Oregon Ter., Nov. 29th, 1855. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bapt. Home Mission Society. 
Dear Brother : 

To accommodate Brother George C. Chandler, I have re- 
ceived of him thirty-two dollars and fifty cents ($32.50) to 
be paid to Edward H. Fletcher, 141 Nassau St., New York. 

$32.50 

Mothers' Journal, 118 Arch St., Philadelphia 5.00 

Missionary Magazine, 33 Somerset St., Boston — 3.00 

Total $40.50 

Also Mothers' Journal for Mrs. Lucy Jane G. 

Latourette 1.00 

Total $41.50 
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I shall order you to pay the above in a few weeks. Deduct 
$41.50 from the amount due me on the receipt of the report 
accompanying this and forward me a draft to cover the bal- 
ance, which will then be my due, at your earliest convenience. 

EZRA FISHER. 



Soda Springs, Linn Co., O. Ter., Jan. 1st, 1856. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bap. Home Mission Soc, 
Baptist Mission Rooms, N. York City. 
Pay the agent for the Mothers' Journal, 118 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, five dollars and charge the same to my account. 

EZRA FISHER. 



Soda Springs, Linn Co., O. Ter., Jan. 1st, 1856. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Sec. Am. Bap. Home Mission Soc., 

Baptist Mission Rooms, New York City. 
Pay the agent of the Baptist Missionary Magazine, No. 33 
Somerset Street, Boston, Mass., three dollars and charge the 
same to my account. 

EZRA FISHER. 



Washington Butte, Linn Co., Co., Oregon, Mar. 31, 1857. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bap. Home Mission Soc. 
Dear Brother Hill : 

I now take up my long neglected pen to give you a brief 
outline of the cause of Christ in Oregon at present; and I 
may say at once that we are all famishing under the influ- 
ence of a spiritual dearth. The results of the revivals in 
'55 and '56 are being witnessed to an alarming degree. In 
some churches, most of the converts continue to maintain a 
form of godliness; in others, more than half the number of 
those who united with the church are now walking in the 
broad road of sin, I fear, to ruin; and there are churches 
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in which the wayside hearers and professors hold a still greater 
proportion. Do you ask the cause of this declension? I 
conceive it is not one but legion. Monthly Sabbaths, and in 
too many instances no Sabbaths, and visiting represent in a 
great degree all Bible reading, as well as almost all religious 
reading among the youths. Sabbath school and Bible classes 
may be sustained, but it is only the few of our youths be- 
longing to religious families who can be induced to become 
habitual members. Our members are in each church scattered 
over large districts of country, with few conveniences for 
bringing their families together on the Lord's day. Those 
who would concentrate their influence cannot without a sac- 
rifice larger than they can willingly make. 

And then the pastoral relation in the churches, beyond that 
of preaching on Saturday and Sabbath once in a month to 
a given church, and occasionally visiting the most delinquent 
members, is merely nominal; we have but two Baptist min- 
isters in Oregon who profess to give themselves to the work 
of the ministry, and one of them is talking of leaving for the 
States; the other is laboring at a salary of $300, and that 
from the States, while clerks' hire is from $600 to $2200 per 
annum. Our families are supported as Paul supported himself 
while laboring for the Corinthian Church. 

And then the question of slavery, as well as that of tem- 
perance,, must needs be noted, both in and out of the church, 
as we approach the period of the adoption of a state consti- 
tution, and as we hear of the wrongs endured by the Kansas 
patriots on account of their love for the inalienable rights of 
man. A large portion of our members are from slave-holding 
states, and a lai^er portion are professedly opposed to slavery, 
"but all their sympathies are with the South." What a para- 
dox! 

And then, too, many of our revivals have singing as the 
instrument more than humiliation, prayer, the reading of the 
word of God and the preached word. With such a train of 
causes, what could we expect other than the sad results we 
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are now witnessing through our whole territory? Is it a 
wonder, under such influences, that our best ministers should 
talk sometimes of leaving the ministry, and betake themselves 
to teaching, as a means of procuring an honest livelihood? 
Ministers indeed seem willing to make great sacrifices for the 
cause of the blessed Redeemer, and will preach what they can 
under the circumstances. But they must become secularized. 
Their minds will not be fruitful in word and doctrine, and all 
the blighting influences of an ignorant, undisciplined, dis- 
organized ministry and churches driven by every wind of 
doctrine must be the tendency in such a state of things. 

Now what is to be done? Should we not have in Oregon 
at least two substantial, efEcient ministers, fully sustained, 
who will approve themselves workmen not needing to be 
ashamed? Should not the Home Mission Society immediately 
give us such men, either by sending us the men, or appointing 
such as we have among us? 

Should your Board appoint Brother dandier to the Ore- 
gon City church, that church would do what they could to 
help sustain him. Portland church is virtually extinct for the 
want of a suitable man. I would suggest that the second 
man be appointed to locate himself discretionarily, but at some 
important point. 

With the interest of the churches, our school at Oregon 
City has suffered. Br. Post has withdrawn from that school 
and set up an independent school less than two miles from 
the building erected by the Baptists and where he formerly 
taught. His course with us has not been in harmony with 
the interests of the Baptists. I think I speak the sentiment 
of the whole denomination, so far as he is known, when I 
say that his whole course has seemed to be governed by his 
views of his own interest in dollars and cents. 

At present the school is taught by a son and daughter of 
Br. Hezekiah Johnson, your former missionary, and the school 
is doing as well as could be expected under the circumstances. 
But we need a teacher qualified to teach the higher branches 
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of mathematics and Latin and Greek, as well as the natural 
sciences. We all think such a man would be well sustained 
and patronized by the denomination and the citizens, if he will 
come to us willing to identify himself with the Baptist interests. 
A liberal-minded man need feel no embarrassments on this 
subject. The public mind in Oregon seems wonderfully im- 
pressed with the thought that they are to have no good schools 
in Oregon except such as are under the fostering care of some 
religious denomination; and to the evangelical churches they 
will look for good high schools till they learn effectually that 
the churches will not assume this responsibility. We might 
to-day have half a dozen flourishing high schools in Oregon, 
if we had the houses and teachers and necessary apparatus. 
The question is a grave one. Shall we as Baptists suffer these 
positions to slide over into the hands of the Methodists and 
Congregationalists ? Or, what is worse, leave the rising gen- 
eration in Oregon unprovided with even the means of acquiring 
a business education, and our churches uncared for in the 
great work of raising up a living ministry in our midst? Will 
you once more send us a man for Oregon City University? 
I write officially. 

Yours truly, 

EZRA FISHER. 



